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Broken Promise: Hawanans Wait

in Vain for Their Land

;Broken Promise |

‘How Everyone Got
Hawanans' Homelands
Except the Hawaiians

Federal Mandate Is Abused
As Natives Wait Decades
For Small Plots of Land

State Gives VIPs Huge Tracts

By Susan C. FaLup
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

HONOLULU~"You just hang on, Mr.
Afong,” U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye said at a
public hearing in 1389 to 81-year-old Henry
Afong, a frail native Hawaiian who had
been on a waiting list since 1952 for land
promised his people under a federal law.
*“You just hang on."” Mr. Afong's daughter,
Annie Stevens, remembers the senator's
advice with some bitterness: Six months
Jater, her father, an aspiring rancher from
the Big Island, was dead.

Politicians have been telling native Ha-
waiians to hang on for 70 years, ever since
Cengress passed the Hawaiian Homes
Commission Act in 1921, setting aside
nearly 200,000 acres in scattered tracts
across the islands. Congress hoped to save
the dying Hawaiian people by returning a
small portion of land taken from them in
what even a U.S. president had called the
unlawful federal seizure of Hawaii in
1893.

The federal act requires the state to
lease modest residential, farm and pasto-
ral homestead jots for $1 a year to any Ha-
walian with at Jeast 507 native ancestry.
It instructs the state to provide the infra-
structure of utilities, roads and water. And
It promises to provide native Hawalians
with home and farm loans to get started.

Firing Ranges and Car Lots

But many decades later, more than 60
of the'land has been rented at bargain-
basement prices to non-natives—many of

. them belonging to the richest and most

! powerful families in the islands—or
swapped or simply given away to other
government agencies. The area where Mr.
Afong hoped 10 raise a few head of cattle,
for example, has been leased for many '
years by Parker Ranch, the nation's sec-
ond-largest private ranching business. The
ranching corporation pays the state $3.33
an acre each year to use the property,
locking up 27.000 acres of homelands,

t
It t like we are thing,"” - "
Its no M paying nothing : Drake, says she believes applicants for

says Robert L..Hind IlI,. Parker Ranch's
livestock manager. And he says Parker
Ranch has helped out the native Hawaj-
lans—{for instance, by leasing them cows to
get started.

Other land has gone to multinational
corporations for quarrying and mining op-
erations, to the U.S. military for the Pa-
cific naval headquarters, to state agencies
for waste-water treatment plants and air-
ports and cemeteries, to mayors and legis-
lators for their own private companies and
personal estates, to prominent business-
men for auto dealerships and shopping
strips and tourist attractions, and to
shrewd investors who have turned around
and subleased the property for as much as
eight times their rent. .
A Vast Walting List )

Native Hawaiians, who are the poorest
and most ill-housed population in the state,
hold just 17.5% of the acreage. In the law's
entire history, only 3,700 of the tens of
thousands of families who have been eligi-
ble have actually been allowed to settle on
the homelands. While about 5,800 families
have been awarded land, the state bars
more than a third of them from moving
onto their land because it Jacks basic infra-
structure—which the state itself is sup-
posed to build.

Others do have homes, built under gov-
ernment programs by subcontractors, but
many of the struc-
tures are falling
apart or deemed
substandard by state
inspectors. Mean-
while, native Hawai-
ians who have ap-
plied for homelands
Janguish on a bal-
looning waiting list,
now 21,000 names
and decades long.
e o i State  officials

CEHv$=> mMmaintain they are at
m. . ‘C‘éf ¥ least compensating
M the native Hawai-
ians in other ways, albeit belatedly: The
state agreed last year to make up for the
seizure of more than a million acres of na-
tive lands 100 years ago by paying a cash
settiement to a state agency that aids na-
tive Hawaiians. They say they are making
some progress in awarding homelands, but
that implementing the law has been frus-
trated by a lack of funds, which are needed

_to provide loans to the homesteaders as

well as for roads and utilities. So, they say,
they must Jease land to non-natives to gen-
erate revenue for the Department of Ha-
waiian Home Lands, which administers the
act.

The department’s director, Hoaliku

homelands are “mostly high middle class.

. A lot of them own land aiready." She adds,
. “'People should be disciplined enough to
" walt.” As for the substandard houses, she

says. “Well, they're probably just getting a

little old.”

‘That Dam Law'

A number of outside audits conducted
on behalf of various state and federal
agencies have found the homejands depart-
ment plagued by bureaucratic lnpnmpe-
tence and underfunding. A 1953 joint fed-
eral-state task force, a Hawaiian governor,
a state attorney general and several courts

_ have concluded that the state government

has consistently violated the 1921 act.

Little has been done about the viola-
tions, however, in part because the act it-
self authorizes only the federal govern-
ment, not native Hawaiians, to sue the
state for breaking the homelands law. And
the federal government has never taken le-
gal action.

At the U.S. Interior Department, the
homelands' administrative agency on the
federal level, officials say they feel no obli-
gation to enforce “‘that darn law,” as Tim-
othy Glidden, the Interior Department's
sole designated officer for the homelands
act, refers to it. “'I have a whole page full
of other responsibilities,”” says Mr. Glid-
den. “I spend very little time on it.”

Hawalii has a strong economy and huge
cash reserves: State government boasted a
$156.3 million surplus in fiscal 1931. But
many of the 50,000 native Hawaiians cur-
renty eligible under the 1921 act haven't
participated in the boom. According to a
1990 state-sponsored study of the 200,000
people who are any part native Hawalian,
more than 2,000 of them liye in cardboard
boxes, rusted cars or on the beaches—and
40% of the homeless Hawaiians have been
on the waiting list for a homestead for
more than seven years. As the state's
housing crisis mounts, the number of na-
tive Hawalians on the waiting list has bal-
looned, more than doubling in the past six
years even though officials Live at times
purged the list of inactive names.

Until recently, the staie allocated very
litde money for the h-nelands depart-
ment—it has had the smallest staff and

budget of any state agency—and the fed-
eral government allocated no funds at all.
But at the same time, when financing is
avajlable, the agency has been slow to
take advantage of it. Indeed, the federal
government has allocated $1.2 million for
the department every year since 1938—and
the department has spent none of it.-At one
point, a local circuit court judge actually
ordered the department to request funds
from the state Legislature.
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1n addition, In the past two decades the
homelands department allowed millions of
dollars of state capltal-improvement-proj-
ect bond funds to Japse unspent, state rec-
ords show. It has also left $24¢ million in
cash untouched in various banks. *'Be-
cause of delays, we haven't been ready to
use that money," says the agency's deputy
director, John Rowe.

Moreover, he says the costs of many
construction projects were higher Lh;n ex-
pected, and rather than seek more financ-
ing from the government, the department
just decided 10 let the bonds lapse. “If [the
bids } were above {the cost of the project],

we chose not to go through with it, because
we'd have to go back and get more funds,”
he explains.

Yet the department has spent plenty of
money to help develop homelands leased
by non-natives, a list of whom has read
over the years like a Who's Who of state
politics and business. They have included
J. Atherton Richards (the late former
trustee of the powerful Bishop Estate char-
ity, who had a 9,370-acre ranch on home-
lands), Diamond Head developer and
Aloha Air founder Ruddy F. Tongg (who
had a 1,126-acre ranch) and state legislator
Harvey Tajiri (who operates his campaign
headquarters and auto body shop on home-
lands and who, in the early 1980s, made a
substantial profit off the land by subletting
it for six times the amount he was paying
the Department of Hawalian Home
Lands).

“I'm a businessman,” Mr. Tajiri says,
and people who object to his making a
profit off the homelands *“don't understand
business.” Mr. Tajirl says his position
played no role in getting the land. “Being
In a public office actually works to my dis-
advantage,” he says, ‘‘because a Jot of
things get misinterpreted to mean that |
have favorable treatment. So 1 have to
watch my step even more.”

Mr. Tongg's son Ronald, who most re-
cently ran Tongg Ranch, says, “I don't
have any qualms" about having rented na-
tive Hawaiian land since 1966 for less than
$6 an acre per year. "My thing doesn't
have anything to do with their thing,” he
says of the native Hawaiians. *“To be per-
fecty frank, if they haven't gotten their
land or it's been mismanaged or whatever,
that’s their problem. I don’t mean to be so
cold and uninterested, but when you get
right down it, that’s the bottom line.” Mr.
Tongg says that after his 25-year lease ex-
pired a few months ago, he decided not to
renew because the department wanted to
raise the rent “‘four to five times,” an in-
lc);'ease that Mr. Tongg deemed “incredi-

e.”

The homelands agency recently aliotted
$1.4 million to ease traffic and put up
street lights around Prince Kuhio Shopping
Center, a sprawiing mall in Hilo built on
homelands leased by non-natives. The de-
partment also put in a road there because
*“we thought it would be a good addendum
to the shopping center,” says Mr. Rowe,
the agency’s deputy director. And it has
spent millions of dollars installing infra-
structure in two industrial parks that serve
only non-native lessees. Mr. Rowe says
that expenditure was acceptable because it

“was designated ‘economic develop-
ment.” ™

On Kawalhae, on the northern coast of
the Big Island, nearly 200 native Hawal-
ians have been awarded homeland lots, but
they have been walting since 1986 for basic
capltal Improvements, such as running wa-
ter and electricity, to make their land liv-
able. The homelands department recefved
2 $990.000 appropriation to Install the infra-
structure in 1979, before the land was even
awarded, but delayed so long the appropri-
ation lapsed unspent. )

Mr. Rowe says the funds were allowed
to lapse because when the department con-
sidered using the money, the amount it
wanted to spend exceeded the state’s an-
nual cap on the agency's expenditures.

Mr. Rowe says Kawathae is still {n the

- “design stages.” The department forbids

homesteaders tc move onto their own land
before the infrastructure is in place, and
often evicts those who try. Joanie Dela
Cruz and her sister Josephine each got
awarded half-acre lots at Kawaihae after
years on the waiting list, but they weren't
permitted to settie on them. Between them
they have three jobs—Josephine works all
day cleaning rooms at a nearby resort ho-
tel and half the night delivering newspa-
pers. But she still can't afford the high Ha-
waii rents.

So first, the sisters and their four chil-
dren squatted on a nearby beach for two
years, untill thé police threw them off.
“The Hawalian has no home but the
beach,” says Joanie Dela Cruz. Frus-

. trated, they quietly moved onto Jose-

phine’s boulder-strewn plot with their four

. children, erecting a plywood shack and

bathing in a nearby public restroom.
Last year, the department sent Jose-

phine Dela Cruz a letter warning her she

might be evicted. After an extended battle,

_ she thwarted the move by securing a

county building permit.

Many of the more than 1,000 native Ha-
waijans who have received homes from the
department find the problems don't end af-
ter they claim occupancy. On the east
coast of Kauai, “Auntie”’ Rachel Rapozo
lives in a development of more than 60
homes built under a department contract
in the 1970s. She and her husband moved
here after spending 30 years on the walting
list. First, she recounts, the sewage backed
up-again and again and again. Then the
floor started sinking. Then the roof began
caving in and had to be replaced. Now the
second roof is collapsing. The electrical
wiring Is hazardous and hardly works. I
have only two lights here,” she says, as
she moves in the dim house, stepping
around the pots that collect water from the
many roof leaks. “Try staying in darkness
for 10 years."”

While Mrs. Drake, the department di-
rector, says the only problem is that the
homes in the development are getting old,
her public relations director, Hardy
Spoehr, who is sitting by her side as she
speaks, interrupts to say: *““There were a
lot of problems actually with those
homes.” He adds: “We're building the
roofs for the third time.... There have
been sewage problems that have resulted
from freak, well, not freak but—ah, not an
understanding of the topography under
those homes.”

Nlegal Occupants

o
Most of the non-native lessees obtained *~

their land rights lllegally, because the 192}
act reserved the land for natives. Leasing
to non-natives was supposedly allowed un-
der a 1965 state law that empowered the
department to rent to non-natives, but that
didn't make it legal because the federal
statute can be amended only by Congress.
1t wasn't until 1986 that Congress approved
the practice as part of blanket approval of
a raft of amendments that the state had
made without congressional authorization
since Hawali's statehood.

By that time, former state legislator
and Maul Mayor Elmer Cravalho, who
sponsored the 1965 bill, had already been
enjoying his 15,000-acre homelands planta-
tion for 19 years. After the bill passed, he

- was one of the first non-natives to sign

up, at $1.60 an acre a year. He now pays
$2.50 an acre. "‘Where is the conflict of in-
terest?'' he asks in response to a question.
He says his support for leasing to non-na-
tives "‘contributed greatly to the financial
capability” of the homelands program.

Sometimes the department has simply
given property away to non-natives for a
game reserve, military depot or the like.
In 1984, Gov. George Ariyoshi ordered the
department to rescind nearly 30 of these il-
legal deals, covering about 30,000 acres.
The state attorney general, meantime, de-
creed the U.S. Navy's occupation of 1,400
acres of prime homelands near Honolulu to
be a “fundamental breach of trust.”

But the department, in most cases, re-
scinded the agreements only on paper. It
has not evicted the offending land users,
which include state and federal agencies.
The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
made one attempt to evict, mounting a
court chalienge to the U.S. Navy's occu-
pancy of Oahu homelands. But the judge
found that the department had waited too
long to sue.

Forty Years on the List

Even when the department charges
non-natives for leases, the rates are often
bargains. At least 15 non-natives in recent
years have subleased their homelands to
others at a substantial profit, state records
show. The department once considered ap-
propriating some of the profits, but aban-
doned the plar when the lessees threatened
legal action. One of them, George Madden,
a wealthy developer, calls the agency's ef-
forts ‘obnoxious.” By leasing homelands,
he says, *'I am contributing to those 20,000
people [on the waiting list ] drawing nearer
to realization of their homes."

Actually, only a tiny handful are getting
anywhere on the list. At the beginning of
1990, the homelands department announced
it would build 448 new houses during the
year. It built 16. Last fiscal year, the de-

partment gave out only 30 loans to the
thousands of applicants. **We aren’t ready .

with the ‘loans because there have been
some delays in putting in infrastructure,”
explains Mr. Rowe. .
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Sonny Kantho's family has been on the
walting list for nearly 40 years; he is one
of 133 so<called
“Aged Hawallans™
who applied for lots
in 1952 but never got
them. His (father,
also on the list, died
walng. His grand.
parents, fironically,
were evicted from
thelr’land when the
salR lajd eaim o
108,000 acres on the
Big Island under the
1921 act.

When Mr. Kantho
retired in the 1970s, ——
after 24 years In the U.S. Navy, he went to
Honolulu to inquire about the 1952 iist. De-
partment officlals told him the list "'never
existed,” he says. A( the state archives, he
found It without much trouble —published
In a 1952 newspaper. Mr. Kanlho was No.
14. It took years and a court battle to force
the department to reinstate the list, which
It finally did In 1964. Still, the Aged Hawai-
lans waited for their Jand.

Above the Frost Line

In the meantime, politically influential
naiive Hawalfans, including homeland de-
partment officials, were moved ahead of
the claims of the Aged Hawallans, recelv-
Ing large parcels. In 1965, Albert Akana,
the agency's project manager on the Big
Island, was jumped past more than 100
people on the 1952 list to get a 300-acre
ranch. “Yeah, I was lower down on the
lst,” says Mr. Akana, who says the de-

. partment picked him to serve as a “‘role-

model™ rancher to other Hawailans. His
ranching effort fizzled, however, and he
used the land to butld and sell boats.
Mr. Kaniho, on the other hand, was re-
peatedly arrested and served jall terms for
trespassing on homeland pastures In pro-
test of the Aged Hawailans' treatment. Fy-
nally, last fall, just before the statewide
election, the -homelands department an-
nounced it would award some land to the
Aged Hawalians. Then it revealed that the
size of the lots would be reduced. Home-

* stead pasture Jots, a; opposed to residen-

tial lots, are supposed to be 300 acres be-
cause it takes at Jeast that much acreage
to sustain livestock: on the arid land. But
the lots pow were cut to as small as 10
acres. And Mr. Ro'we says it probably will
take *“years" before there will be any wa-
ter, utllities or roads. **The land is pretty
much useless,” says Mr. Kaniho, now 69
years old. His lot i; above the frost line.

Batlles Over Water

Native Hawaiians who have farmed and
ranched the homel:inds find they often are
crowded out by the big non-native corpora-
tons that lease nelghboring homelands. On
Kauai, Hawaiian homesteaders have less
than 900 acres, while the Kekaha Sugar
Co., a subsidiary of giant Amfac Inc.,
leases about 15,0010 acres of homelands at
£3.79 an acre. Kckaha Sugar also has ex-
clusive rights to) all the available water
{rom the nearby Waimea River and the en-
tre network of irrigation ditches.

With litle water, only two native Ha-
walians still Uy to ranch their land. One of
them is Joe Manini, whose grandparents
were driven off their ancestral land on
Kaual at gunpoirit in the 1890s. He received
permission in writing from the Hawailan
Homes Commission, which supervises the
deparument, to tap into Kekaha's irrigation
ditch. But in 1389, when he installed his
pipe. the comp.any got an injunction. The

court ruled that the sugar company had 2
valid prior claim on the water, and that_
Mr. Maninl's use of the water would caase.
the company “lost income* and “irrepara-*
ble harm.™

The department didn't back him up.
Mr. Rowe says that while Mr. Maninl did .
have the department’s permission to tap
into the ditch, “‘at the same time we were
In the process of negotiating with Kekaha'
and the department didn't want to jeopard-
{ze the negotiations. What became of these .
talks? “I don't know,” Mr. Rowe says. *]

..think we are.still negotiating.” .

Mr. Maninl, however, says the depart--
ment is “‘only a blockade to Hawatllans get-
tng on the land.” His herd is down to
four skinny cows. He supports his children
and diabetic wife with two jobs. Nights he
pumps cesspools. Days he works as a trac:
tor operator for the Robinson Sugar Co.

Gov. John Waihee, the first part-
Hawailan governor, whose own father djed
while on the waiting list, has taken some
steps to Increase state funding of the
homelands department. He also promoted
passage of a bill that allows native Hawai-
fans to sue over violations of the 1921 act in
some circumstances. “‘Only In the past few
years has the program begun to turn
around despite the odds." he says. His poli-
cies have “‘begun to pay off,” he says.

But the right-to-sue bill bars suits over
violations that occurred before 1988. And if
native Hawaitans win any damages, the
bill requires them to give the money to the
Office of Hawaiian Affairs—a controversy-
plagued agency that many native Hawal-
fans don't trust. During the first three
years of Gov. Waihee's first term —through
1989, the latest year for which statistics
are available—the awarding of home lots
slowed even more, while the amount of
acreage leased or licensed to non-natives
climbed by another 8319 acres, depart-.
ment records show. Gov. Waihee says the
awarding of home lots slowed because his
administration had made installing infra-’
structure on the homelands a “major pri-
ority.” .

Fed up, about 19 families on the waiting
list took 1o squatting a few years agoon a
homeland beach on Kauai called Anahola,
a Hawaiian word meaning “time set
aside.” It is a beach the county wants t0
turn into a park for tourists. The families
planted a community garden, tapped the
county electric lines and built a blg A-
frame in the sand. “My father waited all
his life for his land,” says Michael Grace..
the Anahola squatters' unofficial leader.:
“That’s not going to happen to me.”

But in July, 2 few days after eclipse-
gawking tourists had left the islands, state
police and the Naticnal Guard arrested the
squatters for trespassing and bulldozed the
A-frame. -

Mrs. Drake, the homelands department
director, says the squatters weren't play-
ing fair. “They should wait their turn,”
she says. “They should follow the list™
But one squatter, Danlel Manaku, has no
faith in this system. ’

“IUs 2 hit list, that's what it is to me,”
he says. ““They put you on a list and they
let you die.”
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- F-water to farm or buld on their land, many

. Watermelon King -

OLOKAI, Hawad—An Indlana busl-
M nessman named Lanry Jehts s the -
4 watermelon King of Hawall, thanks
1o some tancy dancing around the federdl

homelands faw, /7 . e St

Under the 1921 act, native Hawailans
" aren't aliowed to sublease their plots. But
without sufficient loans, Infrastructure or

have Rlegally rented the property to big cor-
" porations or non-native entrepreneurs. Mc
. Jefls bacame the state’s largest watermelon
producer by buying up the right to farm
. {rom Hawafians. The few holdouts here
. eventually couldnt compets with him, filng
" for bankruptey. - .

. The homelands department is awars of
" Mr. Jefts's practices, but has adopted 2
. hands-off atitude. “The department has not
really come out and told hm to tay off,*
says George Helm, the agency's district
manager in Mololai. "The way we handle it
1s, it’s okay as long as R's a vecbal agree-
ment and not 2 lease.”

“The topic_.ts something | cannot tafk
about,” Mr. Jefts says of his.dozen “crop-
sharing agreements® with the Molokai tarm-
" ers. ‘It takes you down a road you don't
want 10 go.” He adds, "There ase no writlen
agreements anywhero, so there is nothing
1o tatk about.®

*
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A Peek Inside the
‘X’ File

ONOLWRU—Vateran staff memders
H of the Department of Hawaiian
Home Lands say tte agency has
been a hotbed of patronage and favoritism
for many years,

Roy Ah Nee, 2 department manager for
more than 30 years, recalts that one former
director, Abraham Piianaky, required staffers
10 consult 2 secret file narked “X* before
awarding any land. That file, Mr. Ah Neo |
Says, contained a kst of pofically connected
peopls wh wers to get 1and before
Hawalians on the officlal waiting list 5%

“ was 50 dumbfounded when | saw k"
nysMr.AhNu.BmM\mhetouab;dgn_
- about &, during 2 court case n which i ra~
~3ve Hawaian woman unsuccessfully tom-
1 “plained that the department exercised fa-
voritism in its handting) of the waiting kst,

“the judge got mad at me for talking about 8.°
Mr. Pianaia acknovviedges that he kept
_such an °X" folder. in facy, he says he kept
several. But, he says. “that doesn't at all
imply that there was :n attempt to give
those guys a jump over other peopis.® He
53ys the “X files werys nly meant 25 3 way
“o keep track of who called in to say, 'Oh,
I'm & friend of s0 and $0." T'm Senator s0
and so and I'm calling for so and so.’
There's nothing wroag with that.*
Asked X any of the priopie in e X" fle oid
9t a jump, Mr. PRaraia says: “Hardly any.”

*




" Hawaluns “pave been relegaied 10 the lowest
:dno of un lsunds social and economic
S
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The Prince’s . Plancls Co- Opuad

o n 1893, a group of busmessmcn

I backed by U.S. Manines, toppled the
poputar Hawailan queen and Y00k over
the islands, Including 1.5 mifton acres that

wer supposed 10 0o 10 Native Hawakan com-

moners acconding 10 3 decree by the Hawarlan
king in 1848, President Grover Cleveland com- .
missioned an lwesttonm and cml:luoed that
the takeover was “2 lawless

President Cleveland was ugnoud by
Congress, however, and the businessmen
began selling chunks of the 1.5 million acres
to feflow merchants and planters. When the
Hawaiian islands were later annuasd 10 the
United States, the islands’ government

that this acreage belongad to

native Hawaiians, and ceded K to the Unied
Sttes with the stipulation that # de heid in
trust for natve Hawaiians. The federat
ment then lopped off about 20% of the
1and for its own use, mostly for military
bases.

Nearly 30 years afisr the businessman's
coup, & Jooked as i native Hawakians would at
least get 1o rent 2 smak sliver of the 1.5 miflion
acres. The Hawzilan Homes Commission Act
began a5 3 wefl-meaning effort by Pnnce Jonah
Kuhia, the pan-Hawaiian tarritorial delegate to
Congress, who saw urban slums, venersal dis-
e2se and cholera rapidly killing off the
Hawaians and hoped that returning Hawaians
10 the lang could save them. “The Kawaian
race is passing.” he moumed in 1820. *And if
w\ddmmnnnwtoms!asmmwy
this splendid race of people, my race, wit pass
from the tace of the sarth.*

But no sooner did Prince Kuheo Bioat hes plan
n%ramammbymm
pineapple planters, who saw it as a way to

confined to historical wrong or compensable
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A plugt mmmm,,hmmum_an
L bet thesturse, Duey are the most * poputation. : ~*:- LTIt
- Impoverished! group Jn the'state, 517" 2 Natve Hawellans o e
. x e Thekr g In Bw stk According o US, Dun
[ Captain Goaase mmmmm«mm
came close’ 1 Wk : © 38 the most il of any ethnk; droip I Jiaval
: oce of miss neary dbfherstad cultural _owFlpmsbthhm ;
L. Yastos in o mmlﬂ/m JnOeirhomes.c T, i :
“planters By claf lo Whially  pime and and ° Acwdinqtomuoum lS'I.o( ,‘
natural resources. Over the ysars, native Hawaans s the poverty ire, compared

with 3% of the total popumlon lwn
Hawaians aiso have twice the unemployment .
3tz of the state’s general popukation and rep-+,
‘resent 30% of s teciplents of Aid 1o Families..
With Depsndart Chdran. Abowt 15% of m
Hawaiang receive AFOC M versus

- of the total population. . i

22 Native Hawailans Mvo tlu lowm ll!&

highest death rates trom hearl ticeess, cances, -
‘dabetes, hypertension and strokes shd the .
highest infant mortallly rate. They have the low-- :

_sukide rats.

nmlfumuumhnmmm
on 26,000 prime acres wery about 10 expire,
" and a gensral homesteading law threatenad 1o
. transter their lucrative holdings to other hands.

S0 the plantsrs struck a Geal with the terri-
_tory's politiclans: Get rid of general home-
_ staading, alow plamiers 10 keep thair lands, and
In exthange they would agree 10 aflat less than
200,000 actes of “tourth-class” tands to native
Hawaiians for hormesteading. They made sure
that the homelands department's Airst divec-
Torale was sympathetic—its exacutive secretary
was George Cooke of Castie & Cooke, one of
the Big Five planier powers.

mwmaanm
moners, meantieng, were stil being hold in tnast
Dy the federal government. With statehood in
1859, the U.S. required that this tand and the
Tevenues it generated be used for “the betier-
ment” of native Hawakans, but that never hap-
pened

Finalty, in 1978, a state constitutional con-
vention instructad the stats government to
compensaie native Haweilans for the ceded
out action. in 1990, the state government set-
tied the matiar by agreeing 10 pay a state agen-
¢y $100 million plus $8.5 mdkon 2 year, to be
0sed 10 aid native Hawaians. However, the
state agency charged with this tasi. the Offica
of Hawafan Aftairs, is plagued by poor budget
controks, mismanagement and cronyism, accord-
Ing 10 two outside audits in 1986 and 1990.

The Office of Hawaikan Aftairs, while conced-
ng that many of the audions’ findings are “re-
sormabis and acceptable,” dlames &s problems
on uncertain funding and “complex and some-
mmmmmm
cies of state government.”
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Mnanm whrndnht
™" 2ys Heatand Daane, 81, wo
“appled for homestead tandl 1. ;.
- “Hawallans are the only’ lndloenm
§roup dn this coontry who have gottan no
lorm,m::;mluon of their sovmlnn

‘A :L\ S,

- Tb'ybenmnmrbuhprm m
uymm“dwmm
on Elaction Dey.

Fecently, a native Hawaian *soversignty
movement” has sprung up, complets with
4 shadow government. But the natives’
numbers are dwindling: Between native
Hawakans' Lervible heatth statistics and the
stale’s 48°% Interracial mariage rate, the
native Havalian population has nearty been
obliterated. Thers wers a million native
Hawaians at the tme of Caplain Cook’s
Qnding In 1778; how there are only 11,000
M-mooooam—-wmysoooo
people have D 50% or more Hawalian
Noodnqulndln mogn!anosla
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