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Lili'uokalani, Hawai'i's Story by Hawai'i's Queen

Hawaii’s Story

CHAPTER XXXVIII

HAWAIIANS PLEAD FOR A NEW CONSTITUTION

AFTER my husband’s death, my retainers at Waikiki
(to each of whom I had set apart a lot of land, so
that each family might have its own home, and, fur-
ther, that these might be handed down for the use of
their children and children's children), proposed to
come and stay with me in the city. So I accorded to
each family onec week, that all might have a share in
this kindly office. This rule was laid down by me, and
carefully observed from the date of my husband’s death,

This will be, perhaps, the place to mention a matter
which has been made use of in an evil way by certain
of my enemies. On my accession to the throne Ew
husband had been made prince consort, and after my
brother’s burial I had proposed to him that he should
move to the palace; but in his feeble health he dreaded
the long stairs there, which he would be obliged to
climb, so I proposed to have the bungalow put in re-
pair, and that the entire house should be placed at his
service.

With this proposition he was much pleased, and hope.
fully looked forward to the time when, recovering from
his illness, he would be able to take possession of his

new home. He asked that there might be a small gate -
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opened near the bungalow, so that he might easily come
and go without being obliged to go through the form of
offering to the sentry the password required for en-
trance by the front gate. His wish was immediately
granted, and instructions given to the Minister of the
Interior to that cffect. The bungalow was handsomely
fitted up, and all things were made ready for his occu-
pation ; but owing to his continued and increasing ill-
health he never moved into it.

Mr. C. B. Wilson and his wife (seeing that she was
one of my beneficiaries, and in her younger days one for
whom my husband and I had great consideration) asked
if they might come and be near me. In response, I told
them that they might take the room that had been oc-
cupied by the Princess Poomaikalani in the bungalow.
That was all that passed between us about the matter.
Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. Clark were in constant attend-
ance upon me as ladics in waiting.

Mrs. Eveline Wilson from her childhood had pro-
fessed a great fondnecss and love for me, and with two
other young ladics, Lizzie Kapoli and Sophie Sheldon,
had made my home theirs. Bright young girls, with
bappy hearts, and frce from care and trouble, they made
that part of my life a most delightful epoch to me. It
was then that Mr. Wilson first sought the hand of pretty
little Kittie Townsend. Thus we had known Mr. Wil-
son quite well as a young man when he was courting
his wife. My husband and myself had warmly favored
his suit ; and, with his wife, he naturally became a re-
tainer of the houschold, and from time to time they
took up their residence with us. But one cannot always
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tell what a young man of promise may be when he
arrives at full manhood.

Mr. Samuel Parker called on me one day, and, after
discussing some cabinet affairs, asked me directly, i
there was any truth in the report that I had called in
the advice or sought the assistance of Mr. C. B. Wilson
in public affairs. To this I very naturally demanded
the rcason why he should ask such questions. 1le re-
plied that Mr. Wilson had told persons down town that
he knew of matters which were connected with the
cabinet, and that it was through his advice that certain
measures had been carricd through. On the strength
of these remarks, occasion had been taken by Mr. J. E.
Bush and Mr. R. W. Wilcox to publish in their news-
papers articles calculated to prove injurious to my repu-
tation. I answered Mr. Parker that I consulted no one
outside of my cabinet, and that no mcasures had ever
been consummated excepting such as had been advised
by the ministers. He recognized the truth of this state-
ment, and communicated the substance of our conver-
sation to his colleagues.

Mr. Bush and Mr. Wilcox at the very commencement
of my regency had openly asked for billets of office; a
favor I had scarccly the power, and certainly not the
intention, to grant, because all the officcs were then
filled by men whom I thought were good, loyal, and
true to the crown. Mr. Bush had further published
articles in his paper which did not mect with my ap-

proval, for they were attacks upon my brother, the .

king. Was he at work with the opposition party at the
time he solicited officc? - Whether this was so or not,

o

40

Hawaiians Plead for a New Constitution 229

his subsequent actions showed at least the deepest in-
gratitude towards myself, who had showered favors on
him and on his family, educated his children, and kept
them all from poverty. Mr. R. W. Wilcox I have spoken
of elsewhere. It will be seen that he had also become
onc of my enemics.

I was recently told that Mr. Wilson, at the time of
Mr. Wilcox's attempt in 1889, would enter the meet-
ings which were held at the king's barracks, and then,
leaving the assembly, would stealthily go around to the
house of Mr. A. I'. Judd, and report all that had trans-
pired. I have had no experiences more painful than
the evidences of ingratitude among those I have had
reason to think my friends; and I sincerely hope that
in this case I have been misinformed.

One evening, shortly after Mr. and Mrs. Wilson had
moved into the bungalow, he presented himself at the
Blue Room of the palace, and then first mentioned the
idea that a new constitution should be promulgated.
About two days after this suggestion I received a call
from Mr. Samuel Nowlein, who alluded to the same mat-
ter. A few days after Mr. Joseph Nawahi, with Mr.
William White, had an interview with me by their re-
quest, and called my attention to the same public need.
Until these conversations, it had not occurred to me
as possible to take such a step in the interest of the na-
tive people; but after these parties had spoken to me,
I began to give the subject my careful consideration.
Twice Mr. White spoke to mc on the matter before
I told him that I would like to have a confcrence with
all, to listen to an cxpression of their views,
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Accordingly a meeting was called to be held at Mu.
olaulani Palace, at which there was to be an opportu-
nity for them to compare their opinions and discuss them
in my presence. I heard what the opinions of the gen-
tlemen were, but gave them no intimation of my own
ideas or intentions, for I had really come to no definite
conclusion. When the assembly was opened, I noticed
that Mr. Wilson was not present, nor did he attend any
of the meetings which were held for the consideration
of the matter of constitutional reform, but came singly
and alone to spcak to me on the subject. But it seems
that all this time, while I was simply reflecting on the
situation, each of them was going forward and enga-
ging in the preparation or draft of a new constitution,

When completed, I was handed by one party a copy
of that it proposed, and by Mr. Wilson I was given a
copy of the one on which he had been engaged.  After
reading both over, I employed a young man, simply be-
cause he was a very ncat penman, to make copics ; his
name was W, F. Kaae, but he was usually called Kaiu,
This is worthy of mention, because I subsequently dis-
covered that, while upon this work for me, he took
copies to Mr. A. F. Judd for the examination of that
gentleman. It can readily be scen by what kind of
persons I was surrounded; it must be remembered that
I now write with a knowledge of recent events, but that
then I had the fullest confidence in the loyalty of those
who professed to be my friends.

The election of 1892 arrived, and with it the usual
excitement of such occasions. Petitions poured in from
every part of the Islands for a new constitution ; these
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were addressed to myself as the reigning sovereign.
They were supported by petitions addressed to the Hui
Kalaaina, who in turn indorsed and forwarded them to
me. It was estimated by those in position to know,
that out of a possible nine thousand five hundred regis-
tered voters, six thousand five hundred, or two-thirds,
had signed these petitions. To have ignored or disre-
garded so general a request I must have been deaf to
the voice of the pcople, which tradition tells us is the
voice of God. No true Hawaiian chief would have done
other than to promise a consideration.of their wishes.

My first movement was to inquire of the parties active
in the matter what they had to propose. I asked the
Hui Kalaaina if they had any draft of a constitution
prepared for my cxamination. The committee replied
that they had not. After leaving my presence, they
applied to Mr. W. R. Castle, and requested him to draw
one out for them. Soon after the committee again en-
tered my presence, this time bearing a neatly written
document ; but whether it had been drawn by Mr. Castle
or by others, it is difficult for me to say. This I handed
back to thc committee, telling them to keep it until
some future day, when I would ask them for it ; because
I did not intend at that moment to make any announce-
ment of my purposcs.

September 1st, 1892, witnessed the opening of the
legislative assembly. Therc was nothing lacking of that
pomp and display which had been first inaugurated in
the days of Kanikcaouli, the third of the Kamchamehas.
These forms and ceremonies were suggested and taught
to the Hawaiian people by Dr. G. P. Judd, Mr. W.

(TN
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Richards, and Mr. R. Armstrong, men who originally
came to Hawaii with no other avowed object than that
of teaching the religion of Jesus Christ; but they soon
resigned their meagre salaries from the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, and found posi-
tions in the councils or cabinets of the Kamehamehas
more lucrative and presumably more satisfactory to them.

Lunalilo had an official staff, and many of his aids-
de-camp were white men, as also happencd with Kame-
hamcha V., Kalakaua, and all the recent Hawaiian sov-
ercigns. Dr. E. Hoffman, Mr, W. F. Allen, Mr. M. T,
Monserrat, Mr. Prendergast, and many others whose
names I might mention, have been perfectly willing to
wear the uniform of the crown, to display their gilt lace
and brass buttons on state occasions, and to ride richly
caparisoned horses with shining accoutrements through
our streets ; and as long as the missionary party chose
the men that were to be thus decked out, honored, and
exhibited, it was never alleged that the Hawaiian kings
loved display, and sought pomp and fuss and feathers,
Yct what had our earlier monarchs ever done for the
public good? Individually, nothing. They had acqui-
esced in the course laid down for them by the mission.
arics. The government established by these pious
adventurers was the government of the day.

Those of their number who were able to get into
government service drew their salarics faithfully, and
spent or saved as they saw fit, but observed a truly “re.
ligious" silence as to the folly of spending moncy on
public displays. This is the more remarkable, because
there were other ways, even then, of securing treas-

T
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ury aeficiencies. I remember that when G. P. Judd, W.
Richards, and R. Armstrong were cabinet ministers, a
deficiency so inexplicable occurred that the cabinet was
required to resign immediately, and to one of the retir-
ing members the popular appellation “ 2auka-kope-kala
subsequently adhered pretty tenaciously. I refrain from
translating, as the title is not one of honor; but it still
clings to the family as an heirloom. ‘

It is more to the point that Kalakaua's reign was, in
a material sensc, the golden age of Hawaiian history.
The wealth and importance of the Islands enormously
increased, and always as a direct consequence of the
king's acts. It has becn currently supposed that the
policy and foresight of the * missionary party " is to be
credited with all that he accomplished, since they suc-
ceded in abrogating so many of his prerogatives, and
absorbing the lion’s share of the benefits derived from
it. It should, howcver, be only necessary to remember
that the measurcs which brought about our accession
of wealth were not at all in line with a policy of an-
nexation to the United States, which was the very
essence of the dominant “missionary "’ idea. In fact,
his progressive forcign policy was well calculated to
discourage it.

And for this rcason, probably, they could not be sat-
isfied even with the splendid results which our continued
nationality offcred them. They were not grateful for
a prosperity which must sooner or later, while enriching
them, also clevate the masses of the Hawaiian people
into a self-governing class, and dcpose them from that
primacy in our political affairs which they chiefly valued.
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They became fiercely jealous of every measure which
promised to benefit the native people, or to stimulate
their national pride. Every possible embarrassment and
humiliation were heaped upon my brother. And because
I was suspected of having the welfare of the whole peo-
ple also at heart (and what sovereign with a grain of
wisdom could be otherwise minded ?), I must be made to
fecel yet more severcly that my kingdom was but the
assured prey of these * conquistadores.”

As I have said, the legislature was opened, and began
its daily sessions. The usual measures were brought
in, one after another, for consideration by the represen-
tatives of the people. But all other matters were per-
sistently thrust aside in order to give time for the
repeated dismissals of cabinets. By the account given
by me of the revolution of 1887, it will be noticed that
the constitution forced upon my brother at that date
made the sovereign inferior to the cabinet. The minis-
try must be appointed by the monarch, but once ap-
pointed had absolute control over every measure, nor
could the monarch dismiss them, and only a vote of the
legislature could deprive them of their portfolios. That
provision made the cabinet, as I have shown in previous
pages, a perpetual foot-ball in the hands of political
parties.

Thercfore, this session of the legislature, instead of
giving attention to measures rcquired for the good of
the country, devoted its encrgics to the making and
unmaking of cabinets. I think there were four rapidly
commissioned by me and voted out. But at this point
I call attention to the statement which I made to Hon.
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James H. Blount, the commissioner charged with the
work of investigating the circumstances of the over-
throw of the constitutional government of the Hawaiian
Islands. In that statement will be found the matter
which properly supplements this chapter, and need not
be again detailed in this memoir. It naturally, together
with some review of cvents alrcady related, forms the
connecting link between the opening ceremonies of the
legislature and the enforced abdication of my authority.

Selected by rcason of his perfect impartiality and
long acquaintance with foreign affairs, this gentleman
was sent out by His Excellency Grover Cleveland, Pres-
ident of the United States, and arrived in Honolulu on
the twenty-ninth day of March, 1893. In July Mr.
Blount made his final report, to which I nced only
allude to say that, as is well known, after digesting a
mass of testimony on both sides, he decided that I was
the constitutional ruler of the Hawaiian Islands. It
was at this time that I made to him the statement which
will be found in the closing pages of this volume.!

Of the manner in which Hon. J. H. Blount con-
ducted the investigation, I must spcak in the terms of
the highest praisc. llc first met the parties opposed to
my government, and took down their statements, which
were frecly given, because they had imagined that he
could be casily turned in their favor. So they gave
him the truth, and some important facts in admission of
their revolutionary intentions, dating from scveral years
back. Mr. Blount afterwards took the statements of
the government, or royalist side. These were simply

1 See Appendix B.
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given, straightforward, and easily understood. Compare
the two statements, and it is not difficult to explain the
final report of Mr. Blount. All the evidence can be
reviewed by any person who may wish to do so, and a
judgment formed of the men who caused this revolu.
tion, as it has been bound jn volumes, and can be scen
at the Library of Congress in the Capitol at Washington.

The *“Crimes | am Charged Withal" 237

CHAPTER XXXIX
THE “CRIMES 1 AM CHARGED WITHAL"

THE three “intolerable” measures with which my
government stands charged by thosec who succeeded in
enlisting the aid of so powerful an ally as the United
States in this revolution are as follows : —

First,— That I proposed to promulgate a new con-
stitution. I have already shown that two-thirds of my
people declared their dissatisfaction with the old one;
as well they might, for it was a document originally de-
signed for a republic, hastily altered when the conspira-
tors found that they had not the courage to assassinate
the king. It is alleged that my proposed constitution
was to make such changes as to give to the sovereign
more power, and to the cabinet or legislature less, and
that only subjects, in distinction from temporary resi-
dents, could exercisc suffrage. In other words, that I
was to restore some of the ancient rights of my people.
I had listened to whatever had been advised, had exam-
ined whatever drafts of constitutions others had brought
me, and promised but little.

But, supposing I had thought it wise to limit the
exercise of suffrage to thosc who owed allegiance to no
other country; is that different from the usage in all
other civilized nations on earth? Is there another
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country where a man would be allowed to vote, to seek u
for office, to hold the most responsible of positions, with. -

out becoming naturalized, and reserving to himself the
privilege of protection under the guns of a foreign man-
of-war at any moment when he should quarrel with the

ians now and Americans when it suits them, claimed
the right to do at Honolulu.

The right to grant a constitution to the nation has
been, since the very first one was granted, a prerogative
of the Hawaiian sovercigns. The constitution of 1840
was drawn at Lahaina by a council aided by missionary
graduates, but promulgated by the king without any
appeal to other authority. That of 1852 was drawn by
i Dr. Judd, John IL, and Chief Justice Lee. It was sub-
mitted to the legislature, not to the people, and, as
amended by the members, became the law of the land.
In 1864 there was an attempt to hold a constitutional
convention : but, as I have shown in this history, Prince
Lot, or, as he then was, Kamehamcha V., dissolved the
convention, becausc dissatisfied with its inaction, and
+ in a week's time declared the former constitution abro-
gated ; and, without asking a vote from anybody, gave
the land a new and ably drawn constitution, under which
the country was prosperously ruled for twenty-three
years, or until it was overthrown by aliens determined
to coerce my brother. Then followed their own draft
of 1887, which also was never ratified by any delibera-
tive assembly.

Such, in bricf, is the history of constitution making

government under which he lived? Yet this is exactly °
what the quasi Americans, who call themselves Hawai- -
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in Hawaii; and from this mere statement of the facts
it will be secn that of all the rulers of the Hawaiian
Islands for the last half-century, I was the only one who
assented to a modification of the existing constitution
on the cxpressed wishes, not only of my own »a_imo-w.
but of two-thirds of the popular vote, and, I may say it
without fear of contradiction, of the entire population
of native or half-native birth. Yet, with the above his-
torical record before them in a book written and printed
by one of their own number, the missionary party have
had the impudence to announce to the world :Sn._ was
unworthy longer to rule, because on my mo_a. s:_._ B...._
wish I had proposed to overthrow “the nozm:n:m.o:”
Second, — 1 am charged by my opposers with signing
a lottery bill. 1 have alrcady shown, in the nw_:.s::_aw.
tion of the cabinet to my brother, and the ruling of mro
Supreme Court supporting their view, that, according
to the “bayonct” constitution, made and enforced .s
the missionary party, the sovercign sha/l and :.S.: sign
such measures as the cabinet presents for signature.
This is, in another form, an absolute denial of z,n. power
of the veto. But cven had 1 held veto power, it may
be noted here that on many accounts the bill was pop-

ular. No one would have been more benefited :5:..
my accusers. The government of Hawaii was to take
no part in the lottery, but was to receive a fixed »_:__

openly stated sum of money for its n-:in_.“ Among z.o_m.
advantages guaranteed was that the projectors ..».._5:5
build a railroad around the large island of Hawaii, thus
employing the people and benefiting land-holders. g

We were petitioned and besought to grant it b _
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most of the mercantile class of the city, — shopkeepers,
mechanics, manufacturers, —in fact, all the middle class
of the people. Nor is the reason at all difficult to state
by any one who knows our community. When the
people of native and part native birth prosper, busi-
ness is good and the community is prosperous. The
prosperity brought by the reciprocity treaty and the
sugar plantations had disappointed our expectations.
The money went into the hands of the few, who safely
invested in foreign interests and enterprises every dollar
of it, save the amount of wages paid to foreign and
Mongolian labor, But the advantages to be received
from the charter of this, which in some American locali-
ties is called a “gift enterprise,” would be immediately
put in circulation among our own pcople, because spent
on much-needed public works, and thus would bring
some little prosperity to them parallel to that enjoyed
by foreigners.

I am not defending lotteries. They are not native
productions of my country, but introduced into our
“heathen” land by so-called Christians, from a Chris-
tian nation, who have erected monuments, universities,
and legislative halls by that method. I am simply ex-
plaining what this bill intended, because, by the reports
sent to their correspondents in the United States, the
missionary party represented me as a grand vender of
lottery tickets, by which I was to become rich and pow-
erful ; whereas the scheme, be it good or bad, would
not have been to my individual profit, but to that of
my native people.

Third,— 1 proposed to issue licenses for the impor-
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tation and sale of opium. I did think it would be wise
to adopt measures for restricting and controlling a trade
which it is impossible to suppress. With a Chincse
population of over twenty thousand persons, it is abso-
lutely impossible to prevent smuggling, unlawful trade,
bribery, corruption, and every abuse. There were more
scandals connccted with the opium traffic than I have
the time to notice here. Some of the most prominent
citizens have been connected with these affairs, and
frauds have been unearthed even in the custom-house
itsell. The names of Mr. Parks, of Mr. W. I, Allen, and
more recéntly of Mr. Henry Waterhouse, have been as-
sociated with some very questionable dealings in this
drug; and it may be doubted whether the practice of
hushing up such matters is favorable to good morals in
any community. The Provisional Government seems
to have had no scruples in the matter ; for the sons of
the missionaries exported a large quantity of confiscated
opium, and sold it for fifty thousand dollars in British
Columbia.

The British government has long since adopted
license instcad of prohibition, and the statute proposed
among the final acts of my government was drawn from
one in use in the British colonies; yet I have still to

.learn that therc has been any proposition on the part

of the pious people of London to dethrone Her Majesty
Queen Victoria for issuing such licenses.

I have thus, for the first and only time, reviewed the
position of my opponents in regard to the only public
charges which they made against my administration of
government ; and the reader can judge if all or any of
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them are of a nature to justify revolt against authority, !
and the summoning of aid of a foreign vessel of war, .

as they outrageously stated at the time, — “to protect

American life and property!”

My appointments of cabinet officers were never given

the test of experience ; because the ministry was inva.

..FE.«. voted out by the legislature “for want of confi- |
dence ” without just cause, and in one notable instance
within an hour or so from the time when I sent in the :

names. It is a matter of great satisfaction to me when

I look back at the actions of that legislature, to reflect
that none of the ministers of my selection have ever

been voted out for any crime, for any defalcation in

their accounts, or for failure in the exercise of their

duties in public office. But it is a source of sincere
regret to me that the members of that legislative assem.
bly should have so forgotten themselves, the dignity of
their position, and the responsibility with which the
vnoz_o had intrusted them as representatives, as to per-
mit themselves to behave in such an unpatriotic manner,

u..__n Macfarlane cabinet was one of the greatest pop-
ularity amongst the Hawaiian people on account of the
stand Mr. Macfarlane took in the House, and his cour-
age in replying to the false and uncalled-for speeches of
J. L. Stevens, the American Minister resident,
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CHAPTER XL
OVERTHROW OF THE MONARCHY

AFTER the so-called Provisional Government had
been recognized by Minister Stevens, and I had referred
in writing my case to the United States, there was no
more for me to do but retire in peace to my private
residence, there to await the decision of the United
States government. This I did, and cautioned the
leaders of my people to avoid riot or resistance, and to
await tranquilly, as T was doing, the result of my appeal
to the power to whom alone I had yielded my authority.
While in Washington in 1897, I had prepared for me
as bricf a statement as possible from official documents
there of the reference of my case to the decision of the
United States government as arbitrator in the matter.!

It has been my endcavor, in these recollections, to
avoid speaking evil of any person, unless absolutely de-
manded by the cxigencics of my case before the public.
I simply state facts, and let others form their own
judgment of the individuals. But of Minister John L.
Stevens it must be said that he was either mentally
incapable of recognizing what is to be expected of a
gentleman, to say nothing of a diplomatist, or he was
decidedly in league with thosc persons who had con-

1 A copy will be found in Appendix C,

C e,
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spired against the peace of Hawaii from the date of the
“Queen’s Jubilee” in 1887. Several times in my pres.
ence, to which he had access by virtue of his official
position, he conducted himself with such a disregard of
good manners as to excite the comment of my friends,

His official despatches to his own government, from
the very first days of his landing, abound in statements
to prove (according to his view) the great advantage
of an overthrow of the monarchy, and a cession of my
doinains to the rule of the United States. His own
daughter went as a messenger to the largest one of the
islands of my kingdom to secure names for a petition
for the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands to the
American Union, and by an accident lost her life, with
the roll containing the few names she had secured. All
this took place while he was presumed to be a friendly
minister to a friendly power, and when my minister was
under the same relation to his government. Of his re-
marks regarding myself personally I will take no notice,
further than to say that, by his invitation, I attended a
very delightful lunch party at his house a few months
before the United States troops were landed.

Mr. Albert F. Willis arrived in Honolulu on Satur-
day, the fourth day of November, 1893. Ile came from
San Francisco on the same steamer with Rev. Dr.
C. M. Hyde, the local rcpresentative or agent of the
American Board of Missions. By this gentleman Mr.
Willis was approached and informed, until he became
imbued with Dr. Hyde's own prejudices against the
native people of the Hawaiian Islands and against their
queen. That clergyman's propensity to speak evil of
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his neighbor may be recalled by those who read his re-
marks about the late lamented Father Damien. One of
the first acts of Mr. Willis was to send for me to come
to his residence, which I did, accompanied by my cham-
berlain, Mr. Robertson. Was it the place of the lady
to go to the house of the gentleman, or for the latter
to call on the lady? I leave it for others to decide. As
for mysclf, I simply fclt that I would undertake any-
thing for the bencfit of my people.

At this time mcn were going about town with fire-
arms ; shots were at times flying about the city, whis-
tling through the air, or penetrating houses to the great
danger of the occupants; and no one was responsible
for the local disorder. Words of harm towards my per-
son had been openly spoken by the revolutionists ; spics
were in my houschold, and surrounded my house by day
and by night ; spics were also stationed at the steps of
the Congregational church opposite my residence, to take
note of those who cntered my gates, how long they re-
mained, and when they went out. My respect for true
religion prevents my stating the active part one of the
preachers of God's Word took in this espionage. It was
under these circumstances that I prepared to visit Mr.
Willis in accordance with his request.

On entering the house of Mr. Willis, Mr. Mills di-
rected me into the parlor, while he and Mr. Robertson
entered the opposite room. A Japanese screen divided
the apartments. I was scated on the sofa when Mr.
Willis, entering, took a chair, and sat down just in front
of me, near the screen. He informed me that he was
the bearer of the kindest greetings from President Cleve-
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land, and that the President would do all in his power
to undo the wrong which had been done. He then
asked if I would consent to sign a proclamation of gen-
eral amnesty, stating that I would grant complete pro-
tection and pardon to those who had overthrown my
government. I told him that 1 would consult my min-
isters on the matter. The suggestion did not scem to
meet with his approval.

I well knew, and it has been conclusively shown in
this history, that my actions could not be binding or
in any way recognized unless supported by the minis.
ters in cabinct meccting. This was according to law,
and according to the constitution these very persons
had forced upon the nation. Perhaps Mr. Willis thought
that all he had to do was to proposc, and then that my
place was to acquiesce. But he asked again for my
judgment of the matter as it stood, and seemed deter-
mined to obtain an expression of opinion from me. |
told him that, as to granting amnesty, it was beyond my
powers as a constitutional sovereign. That it was a
matter for the privy council and for the cabinct. That
our laws read that those who are guilty of treason should
suffer the penalty of death.

He then wished to know if I would carry out that
law. I said that I would be more inclined personally
to punish them by banishment, and confiscation of their
property to the government. He inquired agaiir if such
was my decision. I regarded the interview as an in.
formal conversation between two persons as to the best
thing for the future of my country, but I repeated to
him my wish to consult my ministers before deciding on:

.
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any definite action. This terminated the consultation,
excepting that Mr. Willis specially requested me not to
mention anything concerning the matter to any person
whomsoever, and assured me he would write home to
the government he represented.

He did so. It was a long month before he could
receive any reply ; but when it came he communicated
the fact to me, and asked for another interview at his
house. This time he also inquired if there was any
other person I would like to have with me. I suggested
the name of Mr. J. O. Carter, at which the American
minister seemed to be highly plecased. So at the stated
hour we all met. This time Mr. Willis had present as
his stenographer Mr. Ellis C. Mills, afterwards Amer-
ican consul-general at Ionolulu. He first read to me
what he said were some notes of our former interview.
From whence did thesc come? By Mr. Willis's own
proposition we were to be cntirely alone during that in-
terview, and to all appearance we were so. Was there
a stenographer behind that Japanese screen? Whatever
the paper was, Mr. Willis finished the reading of it, and
asked me if it was correct. 1 replied, * Yes.”

Doubtless, had I held the document in my hand, and
had I been permitted to read and cxamine it, for the
eye perceives words that fall unhceded on the ear, I
should then have noticed that there was a clause which
declared that T was to have my opponents beheaded,
That is a form of punishment which has never been
used in the Fawaiian Islands, cither before or since the
coming of forcigners. Mr. Willis then asked me if my

. views were the same as when we met the first time H
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and I again said “ Yes,” or words to that cffect, Mr.
Carter inquired if I rescinded so much of Mr, Willis's
report as related to the execution of the death penalty
upon those in revolt. To this I replied, “I do in that
respect.”

Yet, notwithstanding the fact was officially reported
in the despatches of Mr. Willis, that I espccially de-

clared that my enemics should not suffer the death

penalty, I found to my horror, when the newspapers
came to Honolulu from the United States, that the
President and the American people had been told that
I was about to behead them all! There is an old prov-
erb which says that “a lie can travel around the world
while the truth is putting on its boots.” That offensive
charge ‘'was repeated to my hurt as often as possible ;
although T immediatcly sent my protest that I had not
used the words attributed to me by Mr. Willis in our
informal conversation, and that at my first official intcr-
view with him I had modified (so far as my influence
would go) the law of all countries regarding treason,
At the interview held Saturday, Dec. 16, I did de-
cline to promise exccutive clemency, and gave as’ my
reason that, this being the second offence of these indi-
viduals, they were regarded as dangerous to the com.
munity. That their very residence would be a constant
menace ; that there never would be peace in my coun-
try, or harmony amongst the people of different nations
residing with us, as long as such a disturbing element
remainced, especially after they had once been success.
ful in seizing the reins of government. But on Mon.
day, Dec. 18, Mr. Willis came to Washington Place;
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and again acting under the advice of Hon. J. O. Carter,
I gave to him a document recognizing the high sense
of justice which had prompted the action of Mr. Cleve-
land, and agreeing that, in view of his wishes, the
individuals setting up or supporting the Provisional
Government should have full amnesty in their persons
and their property, if they would work together with me
in trying to restore peace and prosperity to our beauti-
ful and once happy islands. :

It was most unfortunate that the American minister
should have so misrepresented me, or that I should
have so misunderstood him, or that his stenographer
(if there was one concealed at that interview) should
have blundered, or that I should have been so overbur-
dened by the many aspects of the painful situation as
to be ignorant or unconscious of the importance of the
precise words read in my presence. The only official
communication made by me was to the effect that there
should be perfect amnesty, and this was made in recog-
nition of President Cleveland's courtesy and justice.

Events proved that it would not have made the least
difference what I had said or what I had not said ; for
these people, having once gained the power, were deter-
mined never to relinquish it. Mr, Dole wrote to the
American minister charging him with being in corre-
spondence with me, and demanded of Mr. Willis if he
was acting in any way hostile to his, that is, the Pro-
visional Government. The very next day Mr. Willis
sent word to Mr. Dole that he had a communication to
make to him. So, Dec, 20, Mr. Willis went to Presi-
dent Dole, and delivered his message from President
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Cleveland, in which Mr. Dole was asked to resign that
power which he had only obtained through the acts of
Minister Stevens and the United States troops. Mr.
Willis’s speech is a full and explicit confession of the
ground taken by my government, that it was overthrown
by a conspiracy to which the United States, through its
minister, was a party ; and after assuring Mr. Dole that
I had granted full amnesty to all parties, asked him to
resign and restore the old order of things. Mr. Willis
says in his latest utterance on the subject : —

“It becomes my duty to advise you of the President’s deter-
mination of the question which your action and that of the queen
devolved upon him, and that you are expected to relinquish to her
her constitutional authority. In the name of and by the authority
of the United States of America, I submit to you the question,
¢ Are you willing to abide by the decision of the President? "

Could there be any plainer recognition than this that
I was the constitutional ruler of my people?

And yet I cannot help calling attention to the dif-
ference in the treatment accorded to the two partics,
and their reference to the United States. Three days
were given to Mr. Dole to consider Mr. Cleveland's de-
cision, as announced to him by Mr. Willis. The docu-
ments were placed in his hands to study over ; and were
he so disposed he could call together his associates, com.
pare their opinions, and then return a carefully written
and diplomatic answer. This he did, under date of the :

23d of December, at midnight, when he himself ._n_?.mm :
In contrast, I, a lone }

ered his response to Mr. Willis.
woman, was sent an order to go to the residence of a
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gentleman until that moment a stranger to me. Without
the least warning of the nature of the communication
to be made to me, and without a moment’s deliberation
or consultation with friendly counsellors, I was urged
to give my opinion as to matters which in any govern-
ment should be decided only after careful consideration ;
and then my first immature impressions of the claims of
my people and of justice were telegraphed broadcast,
while my official and subsequent proclamation of entire
amnesty was hardly noticed. And yet, all this time, by
Myr. Willis's own words, I was recognised by the United
States as the constitutional sovereign of the Hawaiian
Islands.

The Hawaiian pcople almost worship the name of
President Cleveland ; for he has tried to do what was
right, and it was only because he was not supported by
Congress that his cfforts were not successful. Mr.
Dole’s answer, as could have been predicted by any who
know the men composing the missionary party, was a
refusal to comply with the request of President Cleve.
land. But, nonc the less, my grateful people will always
remember that, in his message to Congress and in his
official acts, Mr. Cleveland showed the greatest anxiety
to do that which was just, and that which was for the
honor of the nation over which he had been elected
chief ruler: He has always had from me the utmost
respect and esteem.




